So                      PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

chromolithograph, as such. This demand for hand-
made art will ere long give employment to that very
large class whom it is at present difficult to fit to
anything The day is not distant when the public
will be so well educated as to distinguish clearly
between hand-made and machinery-made in every-
thing pertaining to ornament When that time comes,
we shall be a nation not only of artists, but of mutual
purchasers of art work. Meanwhile let it be dis-
tinctly understood that art does not consist entirely
in prettmess. Its best characteristic is the impression
of individual character. This disappears in the
machine. In fact, the more perfect machine work
is the less is it artistic. The faultlessly finished piece
of silver work, such as no mere smith could ever rival,
shows indeed the result of ingenuity, but not of art.
A Soudan bracelet made with a stone and a nail is
far more aitistic than a Connecticut mill-manufactured
dollar bangle, yet the latter is infinitely the more
" finished" of the two.

As for the argument that  girls are unfitted foe
becoming mechanics' wives by a knowledge of art,
it is like the hackneyed cry against the piano $&<|
against all kinds of education or culture for the poofcj,'
The best arbiters in this question would be the yotu&jj^
mechanics themselves, especially those who have b^f
at art schools.    Much as has been said against
piano, the mechanic himself is generally the fij^/M)
make his wife a present of one, and I doubt' if' Jlfl
would object to arts which are practised at
which bring money in.    There is much cheap;
of dados and what is misrepresented as
staple of all decoiative art work, but the trtitk fe